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THE INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM |

¥The Initlative and Referendum 1a dlreot legisiation by |
the éitibens of he siate as distinguished from legislation
through chosem replesSeatativea,

"Snfiiitive and Reforendum exists today in o fow stetes
of G UNton. Tt hab proved ftwelf the tool of any specia) |
inteftel desiring to further its edifiah ends. .

“The experiences 6f the above states show that direct
jefisiatipn results immediately Into ruls of the minerity The
bulk of the public, not being uble to fully understand the
midsures 0 be voted upen, remaln milent while the nitiators
of the measures, with a lttie otganization, are able te pass

i

“Uninteliigent legislation s the résult of such a law. It
allows of no consideratiom of exiating laws and conditiona,
nall 1hé effiect the proposed law will have on them

“Tha proposed AW ls unnecessary. No law, of any merit
ever falled to find & member of the legislature both willing
and @led to Introduce it for conslderation

“Tha Initiative and Referendum deprive ua of (he lagisla -
tive forum. They forbid any amendment to the form of the
INW as inftiated. A final and perfect form of Jaw comes only
aftey free discussion and amendment, yel this Is dented us by
tha above direct legislation aot

“The pereantiage required far the carrying of a mnecanurse
by Initistive and Raferendum I8 unwise and wrong Insteal
of régoiring & majorily of the votes cant in the partioular
eslection, It only requires a majorily of the voles casl om the
epecific Measure; provided, that the veé.a cadt upsn such
measure shall aqual one-third of the total votda cas! al such
dlecidon. TIn other words, 17 per coant of the Intal vote at
any slectiom may make: a Jaw for the whold Ppeeple. This is
snather proof of minerity rale, '

*“The tweo propoaitions of Tnitialive and Reforendum »hould
ba voted upon seplralely and not jointly as 1 will be pre-
penied Lo the volers on November . Many h-ﬂl-lwf in ome,
and met the other and are entitled to sxpress thelr % s

“Bafely 90 per cont of the voters of the State of Washing.
ton have never podn n copy of the law for resd 1t Tv [a
vajuget to volp Om 80 Imperiant an lasve In puch evident
ignoran-e {




